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Session 1: Concept of DOM and HTML Document

DOM
What is DOM?

 Every web page that resides inside a browser window can be considered as an object

 A document object represents the HTML document that is displayed in that window

 The document object has various properties that allow access to and modification of document

content

 The way a document content is accessed and modified is called the Document Object Model, or

DOM. The objects are organised in a hierarchy
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Types of DOM

There are three types of Document Object Model (DOM) and they are as follows:

 The Legacy DOM

 The W3C DOM

 The IE4 DOM _________________________________________________________________________________
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The Legacy DOM

 This is the model which was introduced in early versions of JavaScript language

 It is well supported by all browsers but allows access only to certain key portions of documents, such

as forms, form elements, and images
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The W3C DOM

 This document object model allows access and modification of all document content and is

standardised by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)
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The IE4 DOM

 This document object model was introduced in Version 4 of Microsoft's Internet Explorer browser
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 JavaScript Document object is an object that provides access to all HTML elements of a document

 When an HTML document is loaded into a browser window, then it becomes a document object

 The Document Object provides different collection elements, such as anchor and links, which help

you to count the number of specific elements on a form
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JavaScript Document Object Properties

 As we know, a property of an object is the value associated with the object. The property is accessed

by using the notation objectName.propertyName

 Here objectName is the name of the object and propertyName is the name of its property

 The property of an object is accessed by the notation: objectName.propertyName

Some properties are shown here:
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Properties Description

cookie returns a report that contains all the visible and unexpired cookies associated with the document

domain returns the domain name of the server from which the document has originated

lastModified returns the date on which document was last modified

documentMode returns the mode used by the browser to process the document

readyState returns the loading status of the document

referrer returns the URL of the documents referred to in an HTML document

title returns the name of the HTML document defined between the starting and ending tags of the TITLE

element

URL returns the full URL of the HTML document
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Recap:

 The way a document content is accessed and modified is called the Document Object Model (DOM)
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